[No routine antibiotic prophylaxis necessary in endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography].
Acute cholangitis is a serious complication and cause of death in patients undergoing endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP). Some centres have adopted a policy of administering antibiotics before every ERCP procedure. The results of a recent clinical trial failed to support this policy. Antibiotic prophylaxis should be restricted to patients expected to develop incomplete drainage of the bile duct and to endocarditis prophylaxis.